Financial Aid Time Line
February
· Complete the FAFSA ONLINE (www.fafsa.ed.gov)
· Have your parents file income tax information for the year as early as possible.
· Contact your college’s financial aid office to see if you need to file any forms other than the FAFSA.  Ask about deadlines or additional applications that may be required.
· Submit all necessary paperwork or applications for any private or outside scholarships.
March
· Start to compare your financial aid awards from the different schools you have applied to.
· If you have not received a financial aid award from one of your schools, call the financial aid office to see when you can expect it.
· Open all mail from your schools as important documents may need to be filled out and mailed back.  One in three student’s financial aid paperwork is verified. This means you will have to provide tax documents to prove that the data on the FAFSA form is correct.
April
· Make a final enrollment decision and submit the enrollment deposit, if requested.
· Write a letter or email to all other schools notifying them that you will not be enrolling.
· Sign and return all financial aid forms to your school’s financial aid office.
May
· May 1st is the deadline for PHEAA.
· Arrange for housing at your school.
· Fill out loan applications if needed.
· Contact the admissions office and financial aid office to make sure all of your paperwork is in.
June
· Plan for college orientation dates.
· Request that your final high school transcripts be sent to your school of choice.
· Get a job over the summer to pay for expenses.
